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March 3, 1057

Dear Harry:

With this letter 1s a copy of a letter I recelved from
#dr, Don E, Self, Jr., and a copy of the letter I wrote hin,

I hope it all meets with your evoroval, I will scy that 1t
wes a bit difficult for me to write it, as I did not know Jjust
vhat to say without meking anyone unhappy!!.

I am out of tubes, but willl have a batch in soon--I hope,.

I was out this afternoon shooting the Parabee II, and shot 1t

out of sisht every time. Almost lost 1t a couple of times because
of the wind, As yet I have not tried it with a 2 stage load, as

I will never zet it bhack if I send it um in the wind--and we hove
nlenty of wind around here, One of these evenings I will try it
vhen things are calm,

I have been walting for a2 report on the hish powered loads--
let me know the nercentage of burn throushs. You should set the
last 2 boxes of stuff soon, Hope it does not inconvience you to
mich to naint and put on the fins. The charge 3 and 4's are ok
to nley with, but the hot loads have the most kZick, I knowv.

Amonz other things I have been wondering when I should
contact Mr. Brown in regaerd to loading the tubes, and the company
that makes the plastic noses like the liarkII needs? Before doing
this I should heove an idea of how many we want to get set uv to
make,

Another thing thet 1s important is the box to put all the
stuff in. The present school of thousht in merchandising puts
sreat stress on the ‘vackage' that an iten comes in, Now to me
this is a lot of hooey--perhaps I have been working in stores
to long. But the experts all maintain that the peckage 1s important
in selling., If you have time, take a look at the highclassed,
multicolor boxes that the nlastic model planes are nut in, The
boxes cost more than the merchandise they contain!!. A4nd that
is where I zet lost., My wife is o great one to fuss for hours
wrapping up Christmas presents---and she says "It isn't the gift,
it's the THOUGHT'---and I tell her that to me it "Ain't what's on
the vackare, it's whats inside that counts!!

However, since we will be sellinc to a more select croup
of people the fancy "ox may not be so importent,

I am surc thot all shipments of the boosters will hove to
be made by Express, Freicht, or Truck, The mini-um for exvress
is $1.80. However, it moy be vossible to ~et distrubition
get up so we can shin to central¥y located soots in the various
statez, I am sure thet we can ship to schools, ond people who
used them in research work. That will teke some study.

I checked with our local printing company, and they told me
they could chense the cubs in the instruction sheet to match the
HarkII with out much trouble, I have about 1000 of the old sheets
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whiech are ok,

The plostic the chutes are made from is cheap., I bought a roll
of the stuff from J. €. Ponny (they ordered it for re) and it
only cost & or 5 huclks., I heve nade soverel hundred chutes from
the one roll and have yerds of it left.

The cord for the chute is also chean., I like a cord with a wax

finish, ag it does not tend to stick to itself 2s does the soft

cord like on the chutes I gsent vou. This is a minor detoll, and
e can get cord cuick and cheap,

One thin~s not to overlook is a nlace to store the boostersg--nrior
to sending them out to the customer, Mr. Brown hes told me and
shown me how thev hendle thetr storase. Denending unon how meny
pounds of stuff vou have to store---the laws cset down distances

vou et be from other bulldiags, roads, etce,
J Sl

I sow 'Wide, Wide World' this afternoon, and the whole ares

around White Sends looks like it was made for storinc exblosives!!

I sure enjoyed the procrem, and the launchinge of the various
rockets, Iy children kept saying 'they look like the Rock-a-chute'--
and honest even I could sec the resembleonce--ha. How's thet for
being sold on my self!!??

The other morning I =ot u» early and saw the dignlay of migsilles
in Hew York--on the Today procram. They sure are the nuts!!

As I met 1t the Today progrem was o Navy show, and the Wide Wide
World wes an Army vromotion, You are with the Navy--richt??

And wvhile I'm writing about you--Have vou still sot a cat named
Cosmof--an understanding wife named Barbaro-- and will one of

the Rock-A-Chute motors fly the space Bhip model thet stonds on
your desk??? And cbout your 'other name' Lee Correy--I am checking
tomorrow to see if one Lee Correy did'nt write a story that ren

in the Post last fall., I THINK he did--and ny readins it at work
caused several good customers to get extre Tast service so I could
set hack in the stock room and finish reading it!! And another
thing--are all the fine things in Men, Rockels and Space Rets
about you TRUE?????

o, I have'nt subscribed to a detective agency--just re-reoding
some of the books I have around the nlace, And I will s=y that
I was surprised and pleased to stumble onto this information!!

You will have to take my word about myself! And check with me
as to the TRUTH of anything you ever hear about ME. All I can

o g
say 1s that I am just an average guy that mokes his living selling
shoes!! And for fun loads rockets in his basement!! Just like
the guy that made Tireworks in the basenent in the play'You can't
take 1t with you'. Only I don't test my stuff by shooting it
un the chimney---RBut I used to--had to cult when we converted
to natural mas!!
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That is enouch about me, low cbout rockets.

The fuel used in the Jetex motor 1
I may heove spelled itwrong--put th
to me. NWow this stuff is cool, as far as exvlosives co, And
that is vhy they cen mail the stuff., As I get 1t, a lot
devends uvpon the ignition temperature reculred to fire an
explosive to classify it as 'safe' for the mail, And the
wey it burns once it is fired is importent. But I don't see
how they zet by mailing the ‘wick' or fuse, It burns fast as
sunpowder, and is nlenty hot when it burns. At any rate they
do met by mailing the stuflf,

g callied GuanidineNitreo
ot ig whet 1t sounds like

+ o
LW e

v
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I have tried many other propellents, and the most promising
was o mixture made from licuid roofine ter and votassium per-
chlorate., It will fly a rocket, but I have been unable to
poo the chute as slick as I do it with the gunnowder,

I had read thot Jato was a mixture of aspvhalt and perchlor-te,
But I never had enouzh nerve to melt the asvhelt and stir in
the verchlorate--so I tried licuid roofing tar end it worked,

I have been coing to send ina sample to the Bureau of Lxplosives
for a caassification, but have not done so yet,

I think I told you on the phone that the problem of the tubes
can be taken care of by using a tube made from 2 paper called
'nress bomrd'. It is heavier, a tube the same bore end lensth
as the one I am now using will weisgh 1 sram more--and have a bit
thicker wall, But they will not burn throush, even in 3 inch
length, We con go over that part loater., But I tell vou this
so yvou will know thet the tubes will be no problemn,

One thing that will he important is the nowder used in the
deley charge. As I use it, it 18 a very fine dust. Loading
them as I do 1s not much trouble, but for the deley vowder to
be loaded by machine will reculire a vowder in a grain form so
it will feed throush the machine, We may hove to get your
War Heads fréénd to check with DuPont to see if they make o
very slow nowder. I think this detall can e whided without
tomuch trouble. They could meke it I am sure.

A lot of this letter éontains items that come to my mind, and
are things we will have to dove out, Let me know just what
you want me to do--if anything!! I'11 do 211 I can to get

the ball rolling.

This iz enough, Hope to get a letter full of ~ood news from
you tomorrow,

O

Beat resards

Orville Carlisle
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COPY OF L4TTER RECEIVED FROM MR, DON E, SELF.,JRH.,
FALCON PROJECT ENGINEER, 1803 Almo Avenue, Alamogorodo, New Mexico,
February 27, 1957.

Decr Mr, Carlisle:

During recent meetings with Mr. Harry Stine of WSPG and Mr. Gilbert
Moore of A&M College I beceme accuainted with, and interested in, your
'Rock-A-Chute' missile. Although my work at Holloman Alr Development
Center brings me into contaect with them often during working hours, we
are sevarated by about seventy mlles and it is hard to get together after
work for launchines of the 'Rock-A-Chute'! dévices.

With this explenation out of the way, I cen zet on with what I want!
I would like to obtain one Rock-A-Chute wehicle and about a dozen motors
for my own use, if you could supnly them, Pleese mall to my home address,
with the cost, and I will remit payment by return mail, I would also
enjoy discussing with you any ldeas you may haeve regarding commercial
voszibilities of this itenm.
Yours very truly,

Don E. Self, Jr.
Falcon Project Engineer

Normal Shoes of All T_ypes - Pvescz’iption Shoes :-: Split Stze Fittings
-
|




Carlisle’s

X-RAY FITTINGS

CORRECT SHOES
®

for men, women and children

" » E Mooy
: : sy lotbor 4
lorsurs § Ly hewo ool

G e 4)5;:,! 4

Normal Shoes of All T_ypes - Pcescription Shoes :-:

0 r

Split Size

Fittings

Phone 88l
420 Norfolk Avenue
Norfolk, Nebraska

Ao
YLD .




