28 February 1957
Dear Orville:

Mechanix Illustrated is very interested in an artiele
on the Rock-A~Chute. They want me to write it, so I will share
the proceeds 50-50 with you; after all, it is your idea and

: I need frem you a picture of yourself with one of
the Mark IX units. Get a good one. Although I can pretty well
piece together the histery of the unit from your letters, it
might be well 1f you would whip up & brief resume so that I
won't overlook anything important. Binece MI is hot for this as
soon as I can get it to them, I'd appreciate a fast Jjob on

The losal grouP ef people whe said they were interested
in Rock~A-Chute are now not so sure. They have no experience in
production and marketing, although they are sharp roclet people.
The best they wanted te do was to subcentract everything and
aet as middle-man. This is no damned geod for my money.

So I think this article may help us. I will slant it
to say, "Jeepers, here is something that a million model rocket
enthusiasts have been looking for, but nobody wants to risk
making it. Shame upon them, for in their caution and inaction
they are probably causing large mmbers of injuries sustained
by enthusiasts attempting the manufacture of their own rocket
motors., Why doesn't somedboedy pick uwp this item which is the first
safe, reliable, simple, and inexpensive model rocket motor?®
I suspect you will get some inquiries after it hits the stands,

If you don't, I suggeat this eourse of actionx in which
I will help. We'll get MI to buy the publishing rights for the
details of the power plant and ejection system. Then we will
aupplintm with plans and details for bullding model guided
missiles to be powered by the rocket motor unit. For all of this
they pay; they've got money. They've also got a model and hodby
department. On the rosket moter and ejection system, you carry
off the cash. On the plans, we split. Ckay”?

This may be the only money te be had from this gadget
if nobody is interested in preoducing it. My interest in it is
getting it inte the hands of rocket enthusiasts to keep them from
blowing their crazy brains out with zinc and sulfur dust, ete..
If this unit will take and throw a missile out of sight in the
genith, what more could the kids want?

The Parabee went practically out of sight (about 700
feet) on a Charge 5 on the first shot. But I built the body out
of a relled balsa tube 1/32" thick. Don't try it. The Parabee
split wide open like a banana when the ejection charge went off.
The secret is to use paper or roll a sheet of balsa with a lsp
Jeint. You must coat the balsa tube with two layers of 8ilk Span
and about five coats of dope, making a strong, light tube which




i: extremely difficult to eﬁlxupit'é? split without Jumping on

I am working on the plans for a model of the ASP rocket.
It is a little gem. We are calling it VIPER (standing for
Very Ingeniocus Parachute Ejection Rooket!). I am also working
on the plans for Honegt Abe, & model of the Honest John artillery
rocket. As soon as they are completed, I will send copies along.

Picked wp a 5:6533 which solved ths problem of making
nose ocones. It is a 1ittle "“toy" woodwerking lathe made by
Cinoinatti and retailing for around 20 bucks. With adbout an
18" bed, it will turn anything up to 3" in diameter and is
Just right for nose ¢ones. Does & Jmxtx beautiful job on
hardwoods. I have sone nese cones which look 30 beautiful
that I don't want to paint shem|

Suggestion: we have found that the nose cone stays
on better and comes off easier if the portion sticking into the
rizgt of the rocket bedy is sbout 1/4" long, as in the Parabee
plans.

I'm enclosing a cheok for $20.00 as I told you I
would over the phone. It's about time I started helping you
defmy some costs, |

Cordially,

G. Harry Stine




